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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Tuesday,  December  9,  1941 


QUESTION  K)X 


Answers  from 


fireproof  Christmas  stockings? 
How  put  a  shine  on  pewter? 
Most  valuable  timber 
-lacic  walnut  spice  cake. 


chemists,  wood  experts  and 
home  economists  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture 
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The  batch  of  letters  this  week  brings  up  a  grest  variety  of  questions. 

The  first  letter,  from  a  mother,  says;  "Last  Christmas  we  had  a  fire  in  our 
house.    On  Christmas  eve  the  light  window  curtains  caught  fire  from  candles  on  the 
table.     It  was  a  terrible  experience  and  all  my  family  have  resolved  never  to  repeat 
it.    I've  heard  there's  an  easy  way  to  fireproof  cloth.     We  would  like  to  fireproof 
the  cotton  mat  in  front  of  our  fireplace;  the  stockings  the  children  hang  up  for 
Santa;  the  sheet  that  goes  under  the  Christmas  tree;  and,  of  course,  my  thin  cotton 
window  curtains.    Please  tell  me  where  I  can  get  directions  for  this  fireproofing 


You  can  get  printed  directions  for  fireproofing  fabric  by  writing  to  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  and  asking  for  Farmers'  Bulletin  No. 1786 
called  "Fireproofing  Fabrics."    This  bulletin  is  free  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts. 

But  while  you're  waiting  to  receive  that  bulletin,  here  are  brief  directions 
for  fireproofing.    The  idea  is  simply  to  dip  the  cloth  in  water  containing  borax  and 
boric  acid.    Use  7  ounces  of  borax  and  3  ounces  of  boric  acid  in  2  quarts  of  hot 
water.    When  the  fabric  dries,  you  can  iron  it  or  not,  as  you  please.    Just  remember 
that  you  get  the  most  fire-resistance  by  using  3  parts  of  boric  acid  to  7  parts  of 
borax.    The  bulletin  goes  into  all  the  details. 

Experts  in  fire  prevention  offer  another  tip  to'  prevent  home  fires  at  this 


job." 


time  of  year.    They  say  to  be  sure  your  candles  stand  firmly  in  the  candle 
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stick.     Wobbly  candles  are  a  fire  hazard.    And  they're  likely  to  drop  hot  wax  on 
your  good  furniture  or  tablecloth. 

More  news  about  fireproofing  the  Christmas  tree  tomorrow.    Listen  for  it  then. 

Now  for  the  second  letter  waiting  here  for  an  answer.    A  housewife  who  is 

shining  up  for  the  holidays  asks  the  best  way  to  clean  pewter.      Here  are  directions 

from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture;     Scour  pewter  with  a  very  fine  scouring 

material  such  as  whiting  paste.    Pewter  is  a  soft  metal  that  will  scratch  and  dent 

the 

easily.    After  rubbing  it  with/paste,  wash  in  hot  soapy  water,  rinse  and  dry.  Some 
housewives  use  a  fine  silver  polish  regularly  on  pewter. 

Now  here  are  two  questions  on  the  subject  of  black  walnut — the  tree  and  the 

nut . 

The  first  letter  as>cs  what  tree  yields  the  highest  priced  timber  in  the 
United  States.    Answers  come  from  wood  marketing  men  in  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture's Forest  Service.     They  say  the  native  American  walnut  is  still  the  most  valu- 
able timber  grown  in  this  country.    A  recent  report  says  black  walnut  logs  brought 
an  average  price  of  a  little  over  86  dollars  per  thousand  board  feet  for  all  States. 
And  one  purchase  was  reported  where  200  dollars  per  thousand  board  feet  was  the 
price  paid. 

The  second  letter  asks  how  to  make  black  walnut  spice  cake  for  a  Christmas 
present . 

You'll  find  a  recipe  for  black  walnut  spice  cake  in  a  free  publication  on  nut 
cookery  which  you  can  get  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Send  a  postcard  for  "Nuts  and  Ways  to  Use  Them,"  Miscellaneous  Publication  No.  302. 
This  leaflet  is  free  while  the  supply  lasts. 

Here's  that  recipe.    It's  rather  lengthy  so  you  may  prefer  to  have  it  in 
print— unless  you  h?ve  a  very  good  memory.     The  recipe  calls  for  11  ingredients. 
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Here  they  are:  one  cup  of  bro ken-up  black  walnut  meats  .  .  .  one-half  cup  butter  or 
other  fat  ...  2  cups  brown  sugar  ...  3  eggs  ...  3  cups  sifted  flour  ...  1  tablespoon 
baking  poi^der  ...  one-half  teaspoon  each  of  salt,  cinnamon,  nutmeg  and  ground  cloves 
...  finally,  three-fourths  cup  of  milk. 

To  begin  with,  let  the  broken  nuts  stand  in  boiling  water  a  few  minutes. 
Then  drain  them.     Cream  the  fat  and  sugar  together  and  add  the  well-beaten  egg  yolks. 
Sift  together  the  dry  ingredients.     Now  add  the  dry  ingredients  alternately  with  the 
milk  to  the  first  mixture.    Add  the  nuts.    And  then  fold  in  the  well-beaten  egg 
whites . 

You  can  bake  this  mixture  as  cup  cakes  or  as  a  layer  cake.     For  cupcakes  fill 
greased  muffin  tins  two- thirds  full  and  bake  in  a  moderate  oven  (350  degrees  Fahr- 
enheit) for  about  20  minutes — or  until  they  are  lightly  browned.    Bake  the  same 
time  and  temperature  as  layer  cake .     This  recipe  will  fill  3  eight-and-a-half-inch 
layer-cake  tins. 

Last  question:  What  homemade  candy  is  suitable  for  hanging  on  the  Christmas 

tree? 

One  answer  is  popcorn  balls,  especially  if  you  wrap  them  in  bright  trans- 
parent wrapping.     Then  they  look  like  round  bright  fruit  growing  on  the  tree.  The 
wrapping  has  the  added  advantage  of  keeping  dust  off  the  popcorn  balls. 

That's  all  the  questions  for  today.    More  up  for  answer  on  Thursday. 
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